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California's legendary oil spill

The Lakeview gusher of 1910 spewed 378 million gallons of oil in Kern County scrubland, far
more than the gulf spill wreaking havoc today.

Workers were “covered from head to foot with the black sticky stuff,” one author wrote of the Lakeview gusher. The
site between the Kern County towns of Taft and Maricopa became a tourist draw. (West Kern Oil Museum / June
13, 2010)
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