

BYLAWS

OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS, PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866, INC.

ARTICLE I 
NAME

Section 1.01 
NAME:  The name of this Corporation shall be E CLAMPUS VITUS, PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866, INC. 

ARTICLE 
II PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES
Section 2.01 
PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES: The purposes and objectives of this Corporation are to; 

1. 
Protect and preserve the historical heritage of Kern County through the act of marking historical sites and structures within Kern County that merit lasting recognition by means of placing permanent monuments thereat. 

2. 
Cooperate with other organizations and public entities having similar purposes and objectives. 

3. 
Generally carry on, either separately or in cooperation with other such organizations, activities in furtherance of one or more such objects and purposes, and consistent with this Corporation as an exempt organiza​tion for Federal Income Tax purposes. 

ARTICLE III 
OFFICES
Section 3.01
OFFICES: The principal office of this Corporation shall be located in the City of Bakersfield, County of Kern and State or California. The Corporation may also have such offices at such other places within the County as the Board of Trustees may from time to time determine.

ARTICLE IV 
LOGO AND ENTITLEMENTS
Section 4.01
LOGO: This Corporation adopts the logo previously used by E CLAMPUS VITUS, PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866, its pre​decessor organization, to wit, PXL. Said logo may be registered with the State of California. 
Section 4.02 
ENTITLEMENTS: The following official names of the Officers and Board of Trustees of this Corporation shall herein​ after be referred to by their generic names, unless they are specifically referred to by their official non-generic names:

 
Noble Grand Humbug ………………………………………. President 

First Vice-Noble Grand Humbug …….………………. First Vice-President

Second Vice-Noble Grand Humbug …….………..… Second Vice-President

Grand Noble Recorder ……………………………………. Secretary

Noble Grand Gold Dust Receiver ……………………. Treasurer 

Noble Grand Graybeards ……………………………….. Board of Trustees 

ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP
Section 5.01   ELIGIBILITY:  Membership in this Corporation shall be open to any person who is in accord with the purposes and objectives of this Corporation. 

Section 5.02 
TYPES:  There shall be one type of membership. 

Section 5.03    REQUIREMENTS:  To be a member one must be twenty-one 

(21) years of age or older, and must qualify under the requirements of the Articles and Bylaws of the Grand Council of E CLAMPUS VITUS, INC., the parent organization. 

Section 5.04
PRIVILEGES:  All members shall be entitled to vote at any meeting of the general membership, and each member shall be Chairman of the most important committee. 

Section 5.05
CERTIFICATE AND CARD:   A certificate of membership as well as a membership card, shall be issued to each member, and the secretary of the Corporation shall maintain a record of the names and addresses of all current and past members of this Corporation. 
Section 5.06 
PROPERTY RIGHTS:  No member shall have any right, title, or interest in or to the net earnings, property, or assets of this corporation, nor any part thereof upon dissolution or otherwise. 

Section 5.07 
ADMITTING OF CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP:  The admitting of candidates for membership (Poor Blind Candidates) and the process of educating them and enlightening them into the purposes and objectives of the Corporation, shall be determined by the Board of Trustees. 

Section 5.08 
TERMINATION:   The right or interest of a member shall terminate upon the happening of any of the following events: death, resignation, expulsion, suspension, or termination in accordance with Article XI herein, or dissolution or liquidation of the Corporation. 

Section 5.09
LIABILITY:   No member of this Corporation shall be personally liable for any of its debts, liabilities or obligations, nor shall any member be subject to assessment. 

Section 5.10
USE OF MEMBERSHIP LIST FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES:  No person shall use the mailing list of this Corporation for other than corporate business without the authorization of a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of Trustees. 

ARTICLE VI 
MEETINGS OF MEMBERS

Section 6.01
PLACE OF MEETING:   All meetings of the members of this Corporation shall be held at a place within the State Of Calif​ornia, designated for the purpose, from time to time, by the President of this Corporation, and shall be open to the public generally, except as is provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code Section 54950, et seq. 

Section 6.02 
ANNUAL MEETING:  The annual meeting shall be held within one month after the close of the fiscal year, for the purpose of transacting such business as may properly come before the meeting, at a date and time decided upon by the President, and after at least fifteen (15) days notice. 

Section 6.03 
SPECIAL MEETINGS:  Special meetings of the membership for any purpose may be called at any time by the President. Written or oral notice of such a special meeting shall be given the members not less than ten (10) days prior to the date thereof. 

Section 6.04
 PURPOSE OF ANNUAL MEETING:  The purpose of the annual meeting 

is the installation ("demotion") of officers, the giving of an annual financial report by the Treasurer, and the giving of a schedule of yearly events by the President.  It also may serve as the Poor Blind Candidates’ first educating and enlightening into the purposes and objectives of the Corporation.
Section 6.05 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OR TELEPHONE:  Notice of any annual or special meeting may be given by publication in any Newsletter circulated to the general membership, or by telephone. 

      Section 6.06 
ADJOURNED MEETINGS AND NOTICE:   Any meeting of the general membership may be adjourned from time to time. In such event, it shall not be necessary to provide further notice of the time and place of the adjourned meeting if announcement of the time and place of the adjourned meeting is given at the meeting so adjourned. In the event the Board of Trustees fixes a new record date for an adjourned meeting, a new notice shall be given, in the same manner as herein provided. No notice need be given to any member who executes and delivers a Waiver of Notice before or after the meeting. The attendance of a member in person at the meeting without protesting the lack of notice of a meeting shall constitute a Waiver of Notice by such member.

Section 6.07 
QUORM:  Five (5) percent of the membership of this Corporation at any meeting of the general membership shall con​stitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Members present at a duly called or held meeting at which a quorum was present at the start of the meeting shall be sufficient with which to conduct the business of the corporation notwithstanding the withdrawal of enough members to leave less than a quorum. 

Section 6.08
ADJOURNMENT FOR LACK OF QUORUM:  In the absence of a quorum, any meeting of members may be adjourned from time to time by a vote of the majority of the members present, but no other business may be transacted.

 Section 6.09    PROXIES: Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. 

Section 6.10
ORDER OF SENIORITY AND BUSINESS:  Meetings of the members shall be presided over by the following officers, in order of seniority -- the President (Chairman of the Board), First Vice President, then Second Vice President or, if none or the foregoing is in office or present at the meeting, by a Chairman who is presently serving on the Board of Trustees, to be chosen by a majority of the Board members in attendance. The Secretary of the Corporation shall act as Secretary of every meeting.  When the Secretary is not available, the Chairman may appoint a Secretary of the meeting. 
ARTICLE VII 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Section 7.01 
POWERS:  The Trustees shall act only as a Board and an individual Trustee shall have no power, as such. Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, all corporate powers of this Corporation shall be exercised by or under the authority of, and the business and affairs of this Corporation shall be controlled by the Board of Trustees subject, however, to such limitations as are enjoined by law, the articles of incorporation, or these by-laws. The Trustees of this Corporation shall have and exercise all the powers of Directors under the provisions of the Corporations Code of the State of California. 
Section 7.02 
NUMBER AND QUALIFICATIONS OF TRUSTEES: In accordance with the Articles of Incorporation of this Corporation, there shall be fifty (50) Trustees of this Corporation. The Board of Trustees shall be composed or the past and present Presidents. The President shall also act as Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and the Secretary shall also act as Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 

Section 7.03
ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE:  The first Board of Trustees shall consist of those persons formerly or presently serving as Presidents of the predecessor association. Thereafter, each year the Trustees shall elect a new President of the Corporation, who shall thereby become a Trustee, and shall serve also as the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Each Trustee shall hold office until his prior resignation or removal as hereinafter provided.

Section 7.04
 FILLING OF VACANCIES:  Except for the office of President for that year, the Board of Trustees shall have no power to fill any vacancies on the Board.

Section 7.05 
REMOVAL OF TRUSTEES:  The entire Board of Trustees, or any individual Trustee, may be removed from office in the manner provided in Article XI herein. 

ARTICLE VIII 
MEETINGS OF TRUSTEES
Section 8.01
PUBLIC MEETINGS:   All meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be open to the members of this Corporation and to the public generally, except as is provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code Section 54950, et seq.

Section 8.02 
PLACE OF MEETINGS:  All meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be held within California: as may be designated from time to time by the President. 

Section 8.03 
REGULAR MEETINGS:  Regular, periodic meetings of the Board or Trustees will be held yearly within five months of the beginning of the fiscal year or the Corporation. Notice or regular meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be given orally or in writing by the President at least two weeks in advance. 
Section 8.04 
SPECIAL MEETINGS -- CALL AND NOTICE:  Special meetings of the Board of Trustees may be called for any purpose at any time by the President, or by a quorum of the Board of Trustees. Notice thereof shall be given orally or in writing by the Secretary at least fifteen (15) days in advance. 
Section 8.05 
QUORUM:   Five (5) percent of the authorized number of Trustees shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, except to adjourn as hereinafter provided.  Every act or decision done or made by a majority of Trustees present shall be regarded as the act of the Board of Trustees, unless a greater number be required by law, the Articles of Incorporation, or these Bylaws. 

Section 8.06 
ACTION WITHOUT MEETING:  Any action required or permitted to be taken by the Board of Trustees may be taken without a meeting, and with the same force and effect as a unanimous vote or the Trustees, if all members of the Board of Trustees shall individually consent in writing to such action. 

Section 8.07 
ADJOURNMENT NOTICE:  A two-thirds majority of the Trustees present may adjourn any Trustees' meeting to meet again at a stated day and hour. Notice of the time and place of holding an adjourned meeting need not be given to absent Trustees if the time and place is fixed at the meeting adjourned. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of the Trustees present at any meeting, either regular or special, may adjourn from time to time until the time fixed for the next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees. 

Section 8.08
 CONDUCT OF MEETINGS:  The President, or in the absence or the President, the First Vice President, or in the absence of both, any Trustee selected by the Trustees present shall preside at meetings of the Board of Trustees. The Secretary or this Corporation, or in the absence of the Secretary, any person appointed by the presiding officer, shall act as Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 

Section 8.09 
VOTING:  Each member of the Board or Trustees shall have only one vote. Proxies shall not be allowed, but telephone polling of Trustees, followed up by the written consent provided for in Section 8.06 herein, is permissible. 

Section 8.10 
MEETING FORMALITIES:  Meetings or the Board of Trustees shall generally be conducted in an informal manner. 
Section 8.11 
DUTIES OF TRUSTEES:  The duties of the Trustees shall be set out from time to time by the Board of Trustees, subject, however, to such limitations as are enjoined by law, the articles of incorporation, or these bylaws. The Board of Trustees shall be responsible for all authorized policies of the corporation and shall review the audit of the Treasurer's books once a year. 

ARTICLE IX   OFFICERS

Section 9.01 
TITLES, ELECTION, AND REMOVAL:  The officers shall be those set out in Section 4.02 herein, and those subsequently added by the Board of Trustees. The President shall be elected annually by the Board, and the other officers shall either be elected by the Board or appointed by the President as provided in Section 10.01.  All officers except the President may be removed from office by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board. The President may be removed from office by such vote of the Board of Trustees only for cause.  “The Board” herein refers to the entire Board.

Section 9.02 
VACANCIES:  If the office of the President shall become vacant by reason of death, resignation, removal or other​wise, the Board of Trustees shall elect a successor who shall hold office for the unexpired term. 

Section 9.03 
NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG:  The Noble Grand Humbug (President) shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Trustees as Chairman, and shall also preside as Chairman at all meetings of the members. The President shall be the chief executive officer of this Corp​oration and shall, subject to being removed by the Board of Trustees, have general supervision, direction and control of the business of this Corporation, shall have the general powers and duties of mana​gement usually vested in the chief executive officer of a corpora​tion, and shall have such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Trustees or these Bylaws.  He, with the counsel of the Board of Trustees, shall fix by decree all continuing courses of productive activities and designate all particular committees.  He also shall be ex-officio officer by virtue of his official position. His executive status shall be honored in all functions. All Noble Grand Humbug obligations shall be executed before and after the full moon. 


Section 9.04
 FIRST VICE-NOBLE CRAND HUMBUG:  The First Vice-Noble Grand Humbug (First Vice-President) shall perform the duties dele​gated to him by the Noble Grand Humbug. 

Section 9.05 
SECOND VICE-NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG:  The Second Vice-Noble Grand Humbug (Second Vice-President) shall perform the duties delegated to him by the Noble Grand Humbug. 
Section 9.06 
GRAND NOBLE RECORDER:  The Grand Noble Recorder (Secretary) shall keep up-to-date minutes or all meetings of the membership of the Corporation and of the Board of Trustees. The Grand Noble Recorder shall transcribe and retain the proceedings of all official E CLAMPUS VITUS PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866. INC. happenings. He is keeper or the archives. These transcriptions are aeonian documents and shall be passed on to each succeeding Grand Noble Recorder. The Noble Grand Recorder shall maintain an up-to-date membership roster and a list of committees. The Noble Grand Recorder is official Chapter correspondent and will execute his duties in conformance to the advice of the Noble Grand Humbug. The Noble Grand Recorder shall engage in witticism, but to no extent or degree shall he affront the membership or public with irresponsible, inflammatory, belittling, or childish writing. The Grand Noble Recorder is administrator of the membership, programs, and warden of the supreme privy seal. 

Section 9.07
 NOBLE GRAND GOLD DUST RECEIVER:  The Noble Grand Gold Dust Receiver (Treasurer) shall be the custodian of all funds of the Corporation and shall keep a record of all receipts, expenditures and non-expenditures. He will pay all debts with dispatch, retain an itemized account of all receipts and expenditures, and submit a written report of same to the membership at each meeting, or upon request. The gold dust register will be audited annually in the month of January by an audit committee appointed by the Noble Grand Humbug. 
ARTICLE X 
NOMINATIONS, VOTING AND ELECTIONS
 Section 10.1  
The Nominations, voting and elections of officers shall be handled by the Board of Trustees no later than fifteen (15) days prior to the close of the fiscal year. The Board of Trustees shall elect the President, and may in their discretion elect any of the other afore-named officers. If the Board has not exercised this election by the election meeting, said officers shall be appointed by the President.
ARTICLE XI 
EXPULSION, SUSPENSION, OR TERMINATION

Section 11.01 
EXPULSION, SUSPENSION, OR TERMINATION:  Any member of this Corporation who shall violate any of the purposes and objectives of this Corporation, who shall engage in public pro​fanity, drunkenness, other offensive conduct, or the possession of firearms or explosives at any Corporation function, or who shall engage in any other unprofessional acts which are antagonistic to the best interests of this Corporation, shall after Board action as hereinafter provided, be subject to the expulsion, suspension or termination of membership in this Corporation. 

Section 11.02 
CHARGES:  Charges in connection with any such vio​lation shall be made in writing, stating the nature of the charge, signed by five Trustees or this Corporation. The charges shall be filed in writing with the Secretary of this Corporation and shall be sent to the charged party by registered mail, setting forth clearly and concisely the matter in dispute, the reasons for the charges, and the desired solution. 
Section 11.03 
DATE OF HEARING:  The Board of Trustees shall set a date, time, and place for the hearing which is not less than twenty (20) nor more than thirty (30) days subsequent to the date of the receipt of the charges by the charged party, and shall notify the party by registered mall of said hearing within five (5) days after said hearing is set. 

Section 11.04 
HEARING BOARD:  All hearings shall be heard by the Board of Trustees. In the event a member of the Hearing Board is an interested party or is charged to be prejudiced based upon facts deemed sufficient by the Board of Trustees, a substitute Hearing Board member shall be selected by the President. 

Section 11.05 
OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD:  At the hearing the charged party shall have an opportunity to present a written answer to the charges, and also present a ten (10) minute oral answer to the charges. 

Section 11.06 
WRITTEN REPORT:  The Hearing Board shall prepare a written report including the Board's findings and decision, signed by a majority of the Hearing Board, and shall file the same with the Secretary of the Corporation. A copy of this decision shall be sent by registered mail to the charged party, and shall become final upon its receipt by the charged party. 

ARTICLE XII 
MISCELLANEOUS
Section 12.01
 DUES AND PREVAILING EVENT FEE:  There shall be no dues for membership in this Corporation. However, to "operate in the black” the following fees are necessary.  A fee shall be charged each member attending a meeting or function in order to cover the costs and expenses thereof.  Any member not attending a Corporation meeting or function shall pay a non-attendance at prevailing event fee, as determined by the President, to the Treasurer, which shall cover the costs and expenses of notifying the member thereof, and other operating costs and expenses. The Treasurer in such case shall be entitled the Sick Jackass. 
Section 12.02
   SCREENING, SPONSORSHIP, ENLIGHTENMENT, AND DEPORTMENT OF POOR BLIND CANDIDATES (CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP):  Each Poor Blind Candidate shall be screened by the Board of Trustees, and shall be sponsored by one active member of the Corporation. Each sponsoring member shall be responsible for the discrete selecting, proper enlightenment and conduct of his Poor Blind Candidate, and is answerable to the Noble Grand Executive Board (Executive Board) in the event said candidate is not desirable.  Poor Blind Candidates, in the discretion of the Board of Trustees, may be required to be enlightened by attending one meeting before their initiation. They may not ornament any part or their person with Clamper habiliment until after their initiation.

Section 12.03
 NOBLE GRAND GRAYBEARDS:  The Noble Grand Graybeards are former Noble Grand Humbugs. The Noble Grand Graybeards are not affected by the debilitation of time. They are possessed with judicious scholarly erudition acquired through the totality of cognitions attained by perception, observation, and encounter. The Noble Grand Graybeards shall elucidate all phenomena as they occur in the course of events. 

Section 12.04
 CORPORATE RECORDS:  The Treasurer of the Corporation shall keep, with complete access by the Presidents complete and accurate records and books of account. The Secretary of the Corporation shall keep with complete access by the President, minutes of the proceedings of the members, the Board of Trustees, or any committee appointed by the Board of Trustees, as well as a list of record containing the names and addresses of all members.

 Section 12.05   AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS:  The President shall annually at the first meeting of the Board of Trustees held after January 1st select an auditor to audit the books of this Corporation for the preceding fiscal year.  The report of such auditor shall be presented orally to the members at the first meeting of the members following receipt thereof. 

Section 12.06
 AMMENDMENT OF BYLAWS:  These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Trustees present at a duly notified meeting, providing each shall be given notice of the nature of such amendment at least ten (10) days prior to such meeting, and provided, however, that any amendment of the dues provision herein (i.e., to begin charging dues) must be ratified by two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at said duly notified meeting. 

Section 12.07
 CORPORATE AND FISCAL YEAR:  The corporate and fiscal year shall commence on January 1st of one calendar year and end on December 31st of the same calendar year. 
Section 12.08   POST OFFJCE BOX:  A post office box shall be maintained by and for the Corporation, and shall be under the control of the President of the Corporation.  
Section 12.09
   EFECTIVE DATE OF BYLAWS:  These Bylaws shall become effective upon the approval of a majority of the Board of Trustees and ratification by a majority of the members present at a duly-noticed meeting, after fifteen (15) days notice.
Section 12.10   SIGNATURES ON CHECKS:  The funds of the Corporation shall be paid out only on the check of the Corporation signed by one of the following:  The President, Treasurer, or another officer as may be designated by the President from time to time as authorized to sign.


Section 12.11
  COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES:  None of the Officers or Trustees of this Corporation shall receive any compensation whatever for their services, but any Officer or Trustee may be reimbursed for personal expenses incurred in connection with the activities of the Corporation. 

Section 12.12    NON-PROFIT CORPORATION:  This Corporation Is a non-profit public benefit corporation and is not organized for the private gain of any person. It is organized under the Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law for public purposes. 

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That l, the undersigned, Noble Grand Humbug (President) of E CLAMPUS VITUS, PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866, and E CLAMPUS VITUS, PETER LEBECK CHAPTER 1866, INC., hereby certify that the foregoing Bylaws, consisting of fifteen (15) pages, including this page, were duly adopted as the Bylaws of the said Corporation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto subscribed my name this 20th day of June, 1980. 

Christopher D. Brewer 

Noble Grand Humbug 

(President) 
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